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Chapter I 
STATEMENT AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM 
Purpose; It was the purp ose of this s t udy to organi ze and 
present in simplified material, the g rowth and development 
of a small industrial city in such a way that 
A. The vocabulary was fitted to third grade reading . ~ 
B. The style and subject matter were adapted to 
the interests of a third g rade child. 
Source:· Because much of the social studies time of the third 
grade is devoted to a study of the community's past as well 
as its present, the writer deemed it advisable that there be 
a story of the city written at a third g rade level which could 
be uBe d as a basis for this study. 
Justificati on: The problem was suggested by a nee d f or such 
a story because the soci a l studies . prog r am was to be revised 
at this time. The Superintendent of Schools, the Elementary 
1 Supervisor, and the third g ra d e teache rs a ll a g reed tha t the 
Story of Brockton needed to be written on a third g rade l evel. 
Scope: This study, which aims to adapt t h e subj e ct matter 
and style to accomoda te the third g rade child, will cover a 
long time range, namely from 1 620 to 1954, but a limited 
range a s far as detail is concerned. Only subj e ct matter at 
the int e r est and c·omprehension l evel of the thi r d grad e child 
is to be used. Sentence structure is purposely short and at 
times 11 choppy 11 b e cause the writer f e lt the diffi c u lty of 
content made a simplified s tyle mandatory. 
Procedure: The procedure and technique s to be used in the 
study are 
A. Research in the fields of 
1. Values of Local History 
2. Historical data on Brockton 
B. Sift data to find ma terial suitable to a child of 
I 
eight or nine years and assemble it in a simple I 
style. 
c. Check vocabulary against t he Scott Forseman's 
Primary List. 
D. Allow the third g rade to read some chapters and 
note their reactions to the story. 
E. Rewrite chapters mak ing necessary changes. 
Summary: Muc~ of the social studies time in grade three in 
the City of Brockton is spent on the history of the community. , 
A story written with a controlled vocabulary and simple sen-
tence structure was needed. It is expected that a copy of the 
story will be placed in the hands of each third grade child. 
Fa iling this each third grade teacher will be g iven at least 
ten copies. 
Through the study of our loc a l community the children 
should gain insi ght into the f ac t that history deals with 
actual happenings. As they learn about the co~~unity it is 
hoped they will build up a desire to g o on a nd study about the 
State, Nation and the World. 
I 
I 
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Chapter II 
RELATED RESEARCH 
Since this study is concerned wi th the t ea ching of local 
history the literature was explored for pertinent information 
in this field. 
l Kelty states, "A study of the local com..rnunity can be 
given concreteness and reality because it deals with locali-
1 ties and names which the children already know. Through it 
they can be brought to realize that history deals with actual 
concurences. As such, local history serves as an excellent 
introduction to the larger story of the nation or the world". 
2 However, according to Tryan "The use of local history as 
a means of making the study of the various phases of American 
history more meaningful has been too little exercised by the 
teachers of history throughout the country". 
II 
I 
Wesley3 thinks that since "The comrnunity is an epitome of jl 
the world, it provides instances of every fundamental process. 
The loc al church is the summation of man's effort to meet 
spiritual needs, the grocery store is the crossroads of the 
II 
II 
I 
,! 
1. Mary G. Kelty, Learning and Teaching History in the Middle IJ 
Grades; Boston,Ginn and Co., 1936 p. 17. 
2. 
3. 
R. M. Tryan, The Teaching of Local and State History 
Element~ of the Social Studies Program, Sixth Yearbo~k of 
the Nat1onal Council for t h e Social Studies Wash" t D.c. 1936, p. 134. ' lng on 
I 
I 
' 
I 
Edgar B. W~sley, Teaching Social St~dies in the J 
Schools, Boston, D.C. Heath co ., 1947, p . 192• Elementar~ \\ 
Worlds economic highways; the village council is wrestling 
with many of the problems that have vexed rulers of all ages; 
the doctor shares in all knowledge concerning sickness and 
health; the local citizens are heirs of all the ages. The 
local community has continuity with the pa st and connections-
with all the world , a nd includes all the ho pes which ins pire 
men everywhere. It has dignity and me aning . The teacher 
who c annot appreciate the co~munity in which he r school is 
located is overlo oking a source of living pm'll er ''. 
In further discussion Johnson4 offers 
"In every community there should be not merely 
su ch casua l uses of the loc a l pas t a nd present 
as ma y ha ppen to occur to t he t ea cher, but a 
s ys t ematic search for points fro m which the 
pupil may begin his journeys into the past and 
to which he may return "• 
Another advocate of the teaching of the community, Olsen5 
says, "'Ev er more clearly it becomes app a rent that school 
education must be projected out of the sheltered cla s srooms 
and into the living community which is the child's primary 
scene of pr s sent and future activity". 
6 Olsen s peaks of the "present and future" but he also 
realizes the importance of the past as in further reading we 
find, "A community's present outlooks, va l ues a nd ideals are 
5. 
Henry Joh:s on, Te achin~ of History, Ne1•J York , the Mac-
Millan Co., 1940 p. 16 • 
""'dw a rd G. Olsen a nd othe rs, School and Community, New 
York, Prentice Hall, Inc., 1945, p. 12. 
6 . Op . Cit., Olsen p. 12. 
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themselves outgrowths or tradi t ~ o~~s~- It follows thR~ ~ -~~ --r --~-
co~~unity can be better understood when its essential history 1 
is knov-m. " 
Hartwig 7 says, ''Lest the value or using local resources 
be lost by failing to g ive the pupils the proper concept of 
the relationship between local, stat~ a nd national history 
de:finite criteria in intergrating it with national history 
may be in order at this point. The following criteria for 
selection may serve to lead the way to successful integration. 
1. Individuals and places which played a 
part in the local history. 
2. Individuals who played a part in the 
nation's history and may be claimed by 
the state or local community. 
3. Individuals who played parts, though 
unequal ones, in state and national 
history. 
4-• Events which are part of both local 
and national history. 
5. Events which are part of loc a l history. 
6 . Points of similarity and points or 
difference between conditions in the 
local area a nd the rest of the nation". 
8 
Tryan lists f ive outstanding reasons for tea ching loc a l 
history. They are a s fo llows:-
1. It serves as a basis :for the development 
of intelligent and elevating local pride. 
7. E . F. Caroline Hartwig, The use or Local, State and Reg-
ional Resources, The Stud and Teachin or American 
History, Richard E. Thursfield, ed., Seventeenth Yearbook 
of t he Council for the Social Studies, 1946} p. 346-347. 
8. Op. Cit., Tryan, p. 139. 
II 
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2. It puts the pupil in touch with local, 
politica~ social and industrial develop-
ment and furnishing him with the back-
ground knowledge necessary to interpret 
them. 
3. It furnishes the pupil with illustrative 
material and aids him in securing an 
adequate understanding of natural history. 
4. It supplies the opportunity for the pupil 
to come f a ce to face with historica l 
reality a nd giving him training in handling 
hi s toric al resources. 
5. It supplies the teacher with ma ny opportun-
ities to make his teaching conform to the 
modern educ a tional p rinciple s of proceed-
ing from the concrete to the abstract and 
from the known to the unknown. 
It is worth while to a id the children to h ave an interest 
in the colTl_rnunity and h ave pride in it because any one Hho is 
well informe d is likely to t ake an active part as a cit izen 
to make it a better place in which to live. 
The s tory of the community which follows has tri ed to 
follow the suggestion offered by Wesley9 when he says, 
"The teacher should know the community as thoroughly as her 
pupils do. This may sound like a low standard, but in view of 
the fact that teachers shift from city to city and often begin 
t he schoo l year in a relatively unfamila r setting, it is a 
practical standard. Mos t of the pupils within a pa r ticular II 
school group have grown up in t h e surrounding community and so I\ 
I 
have a degree of understanding which a new teacher has had no I 
chance to acquire". 
I 9. Edga r B. 1;J esley, Ma r y Adams , Teaching Social Studies in the II 
Elementary School, Boston, D. C. Hea t h Co., 1946 , p. 260-261 ; 
II'-- 7 
Tlte Story Of Brockton 
'I 
Ch apt~r t 
THE PILGRIMS COME TO PLYMOUTH 
Many y~ars ago the King of England want~d alI th~ p~opl~ 1, to go to his church. Those who wouldn't obey wer~ punlsh~d. 
Som~ of th~s~ p~opl~ w~nt to Holland. Th~r~ they could 
worship as they thought right. Thes~ p~op(e call~d th~m· 
s~lves Pilgrims. 
The Pilgrims wer~ happy in Holland. They we:re free to 
worship God as they wished. When they w~re: in England they 
llv~d on farms. They had no money to buy farms in Hoi I and so 
they w~nt to work In th~ woolen mills. ~he chlldr~n learned 
to speak the Dutch language and ways of ~lving. 
After I iv ing in Hoi I and almost twelve years, some of 
th~ Pilgrims decided to go to America. There they could 
hav~ farms, be fre~ to worship as they pleas~d, and bring up 
their children in the Eng( ish ways. 
T h e P i I g r i m s f i r s t we n t b a c k t o E n g I a n d. F rom t her e 
they started out in two boats, -- the Spe~dwell and the: 
Mayf I ower. The Spee:dwell I eaked and had to turn back. 
The Mayflowe r ~ went on alone. 
Ther~ wer e on~ hundred and two people on th e boat. Two 
babies were born on the voyage. One of these was P~requin 
Whit~. The other was Oc~anus Hopkins. After sa iIi ng for 
nine long weeks t he y came to Cape Cod. The land seem~d to 
I 
I, 
I 
,, 
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PlYMOUTH Ru~----------PlYW0UTH;MASs. 
MODEl OF ONE Of TH£ F IR~T HUUS~S 
10 
Light lng 
Th~ 
Candl~ 
Th~ Family 
At Supp~r 
be a long arm \ str~tched out into the s~a. They anchored 
and some of the men explored to f lnd a good pi ace to settle. 
They found a place where the land se~med good. A broo~ of 
good fresh water flowed at the footd the hill. 
The men went back to the Mayflower and helped the 
women and the children come ashore. The Pilgrims landed at 
Plymouth onDec ember 21, 1620. The rock they stepped on Is 
still called Plymouth Rock. 
The f i rs+ house was started on Christmas morning. lt 
was called the Common House. The women and chi I dren stayed 
Qnthe Mayflower while the men were building this house. 
The first houses were built of wood and had thatched 
roofs. The cracks were filled with mud and moss. Windows 
were made of oiled pap e r. The . floors were covered with 
I 
I" 
clean dry s a nd. A I arge fireplace was on one side of the room
1
• 
. ! 
Ca ndles made by hand ( ighted the room at n lght. 
M a n y p e o p I e b e c am e s I c l: t h e f i r s t w i n t e r • B r a v e My I e s 
Standish and others did alI they could to care for the sick, 
but long before Winter was over half of the Pilgrims had 
died. Corn was planted over their gr cves so that the Indians 
wouldn't know how few Pilgrims were left. 
T h e w i nt e r w a s s u c h a h a r d on e f or t h e P i I g r i m s t h a t 
as soon as Spring came they began to get ready for the next 
1. 
I -
Winter. Th~y plant~d corn, barl~y, pumpkin s~eds and 
potato~s. 
There was a wonderf u l haryest and Gov e rnor Bradford 
said, ttl~t•s h ove a tim~ of Thanksgiving and feasting and 
give thanks to God for ~II our blessings." 
The Pilgrims shot deer, turkeys, duck and geese. They 
dug clam s and caught lobster and codfish. The wom~n cooked 
the food. Long tables were built of boards and put out under 
the trees. 
I 
lj 
II 
Governor Bradford Invited some of the Indians to the ,, 
II 
Chief Massasolt was one of the: men. When t he Pilgrims 
came to Plymouth, Massasolt helped the white men. He sent 'I I 
Sa mo s et, one of his warriors to greet the settlers. Samoset 
1
1 
spok e to them In English saying, ttw~Jc: om e Englishmen!" 
Massasoit and Governor Bradford later signed a tr~aty of 
peace wh fch was kept for f if tv-four years. Once when 
Massasoit was ill one of the Pilgrims visited him and gave: 
hlm medicine wh i ch made: him better. The fndian remained a 
fr i end of the white men until he die:d. 
Th e ! ndlan chief and his braves brought som~ deer as 
th e ir share in the fe:ast. A service of thanksgiv i ng wa• 
h e ld. This was followed by games, running, jumping, and 
drills by the Pilgrims and the Indians. The Th a aksglv i ng 
I 
II 
'I I 
I 1! 
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lasted several days. Since that first Thanksgiving we have 
had a Thanksgiving Day every November. 
Later other people came from England to Plymouth so 
there was need for more food. More land was needed tor 
f a rming. The families began to move out from Plymouth. 
C a p t a i n My I e: s S t a n d I s h , E. I d e r B r e w s t e r , J o h n A I d e n a n d 
o t her P i I g r i m s went to I i v e i n Duxbury , a I I t t I e nor t h pf 
Plymouth. 
II 
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Chapter 2 
SETTLING OF SATUCKET 
As tb~ y~ars passed more peopl~ s~ttled In Duxbury. 
Mor~ land was needed for their crops and I ive stock. 
In 1649 Myfes Standish and some other men bought som~ land 
from Massasolt. This land was called Satucket. H Included 
what Is now Brockton, East Bridgewater and W~st Bridgewater. • 
i 
This contract was s lgned at Sachem's rock in East Bridgewater ~ 
Massasoit could not writ~ so he put his mark, the shape of 
his hand, to the deed. ln payment Massasoit was paid s~ven 
coats, nine hatchets, eight ho~s, twenty knives, four moose 
s lc i n s , a n d t e n a n d on e h a I f y aj d s of c o t t on c I o t h • A l I 
these amount~d to less than $20.00 tn our money today• 
The first name given to the I and was Nuckatest or 
Nuncetetest. The settlers built a stockad~ on the south 
side of the town. After the land was divided, not more 
than twenty people ever c ame to I ive in the new setHement. 
Sooa the settlers changed the name to Nuckatet. They 
scattered to other parts of the town toward Taunton and 
Mlddl~boro. 
One of the first s~ttlers was john Howard. H~ ran a 
hotel. Th~ hotel was near the only bridge so it st~yed 
open for many years. 
I . 
Th~ f lrst church was built of logs. A stone sh aft In 
West Bridg~water marks the spot wh~re the church stood. 
La ter a larger building w~s put up where The S o ldi e r's 
Monument is now. 
Later Nuckatet was called Bridgewater. It was the 
first town settled away from the coast. After a while the 
town was divided Into districts called parishes. 
The last part of the town to be settled was the North 
P a rish. The oeople built homes and a me~ting house. In 
1764 there were one hundred and twenty houses and one 
hundred a nd thirty famrl tes. 
I~' 
Chapter 3 II 
EARly HOMES AND HOW THEY LOOKED II 
The first hous~s in North Bridgewater were small one-
story frame houses built of thick wide boards. There were 
usually three rooms. 
Later hous~s with second floors were built and the 
outside covered with shingles. It took two years to make 
enough shingles for a hous~. The chimneys w~r~ r aade of 
stan~ or hand-made bricks. The windows in thes~ early houses 
were either of mica or diamond-shaped glass. Each house 
I 
r e s t e d on t h e g r o u n d w l t h a s m a I I d a r k c e I I er u n de r one r o ora• ! 
The largest and most Important room ln the house was the 
k 1 tchen. A I arge f I rep! ace took up one side of the room. 
All the large iron, brass, or copper kettles and other II 
cooking tootls were hung near the fireplace. Kettles were 
hung from a cran~. Meat was roasted on a spit which had to 
be turned to keep the meat from burning• 
There was a tinder box near the fireplace. This was 
a round tin box. Inside the box were pieces of burned cloth 
or soft wood. Sparks made by striking a stone with a plec~ 
of steel would fall on the cloth. F inc pieces of dry wood 
caught on f i r c f rom t h e c I o t h. In this was the kind( ing 
was lighted. Every Right some one would cover the fire 
with asht:s to keep it alive. It the fire went out tht:y had 
16 
f7 
Kitch~n F ir~plac~ 
to use the tinder box and It was a tiresome job. 
There was an oven bu i It into one side of the chimney. 
Afire was built inside. When the oven was hot enough the 
coals and ashes were tet down through a trap door In the 
bottom of the oven. Corn bread, beans, Indian meal pudding 
and pies were put onto the oven with a bread peel. This 
was a flat bo a rd with a · Jong woodel hand1e. 
At each end ot the fireplace were small benches where 
the children sat and warmed themselves in the winter. The 
older folic sat In front of the fire en high bac:k benches 
called settees. 
The I arge k ltchen was used as a living room. 
every house had a summer kitchen too. This was a 
joined to the house. It was used for cooking in the summer. 
A large bdtle was kept in the summer kitchen. All the scraps 
of f a t a n d t h e e n d s of c a n d I e s w e r e p. a c e d I n t h I s • l a t er. 
it was used in making soap. 
A bedroom was usually very sM~JI with only one smal I 
window. The room was just big enough to hold a bed, ch a ir 
and a wooden chest. Many people had four-poster beds. 
Matresses fi I led with corn husks rested on rop es that were 
laced from side to side on the bed. On top of this there 
would be a feather mattress. The beds were so high that the 
{9 
19 
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p ~ o pI ~ h ad t o c I i mb a s m a I I I add~ r t o r~ a c h t h e bed. A 
trundle bed was a smaller b~d us~d by the children. lt 
could be rolled under the big b~d during the day. The 
bedroom was Icy cold in the winter. tn many homes th~ 
bed had curtains to keep out the cold. Warming pans filled 
with hot coals were passed between the sheets to take ott 
the chill. II 
,I 
Every home had a wood~n chest. In this chest the I 
mother kept her bed f 'f,.en and other things she prized. I 
In the winter the mother had her spinning wheel and 
loom moved into the kitchen. Here she spun the flax Jnto 
thread and the wool into yarn. After that was done she wove 
the thread into cloth. She dyed the cloth and mad~ clothes 
for the family. 
Th~re was very I lttle furniture in the early days. Most 
I 
of the people had only the things that were really ne~ded. 
Often there was a table with a leaf on each side 'which could 
be let down when not in us~. Beside a table there were 
benches or stools and maybe one or two chairs. Very often 
the children did not sit at the table whlfe eating but stood 
behind their parents. 
The floors in all the hous~s were made of rough wide 
boards. later the t I oors were painted. Many times the women 
made braided or hooked rugs. At firs+ the walls were b a re 
but I ater wallpaper was used. The first wallpaper was 
tacked tn the waifs Instead of pasted. 
Candl~s mad~ either of bayberry or tallow v.ere us~d to 
light the homes. These candles were mad~ at home by the 
women. 
There were few clocks. People told time by sundials 
or h o ur gl assf!s. fn many homes there was a mark on the 
window sill. When the sun reached this mark It would be 
time to start the dinner. 
Almost ev e ry house had a wei I sw~ep. It was about t~n 
to fif t y feet from the house. A forked post was put Into 
th e ground. A long pole was balanced in this fork and it 
swung up on a wooden pin. A buck e t wa s fastened to the end 
of a sm a ller pole that hung from the long one. 
Chapter 4 
\XIORK AND PLAY lN NOR.TH BR lDGEWATER 
Wh e n Nor t h B r i d g e w a t e r w a s f i r s t set t (. ~ d n e a r I y e v e r Y""' 
body rat sed alI their food on the farm. The people ate 
meat and potatoes three times a day. They had no sal ads or 
fanc:y desserts as we have today. There were no retr igerators 
so in the summer the butter and mi I k had to be put into a 
I part of the wei I to keep fresh. 
I n the fa I I veget~bles were packed in sand In the ee I I a ~1 
to keep for the wint e r. Some fruits were preserved, dried 
or made into jam or jelly. 
There was no good way to keep apples. The app(u would 
freeze ln the barn or c:ellar so t hey had to be dried. The 
applr~s were peeled and cut Into rings. The apples rings 
were put on strings and hund near the t ireplac:e to dry• 
When t he apples were needed they were washed and so~ked 
over night. The water made the rings p*ff up and look 
almost I ike fresh apples. These apples made good ph or 
sauce. 
Making tl~ten Cloth on the Farm 
Ne a rly every family had a field of flax. At first 
the pi ants looked like blades of grass. They grew into 
slender stalks with pretty blue flowers. After the flowers ' 
I 
22 
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w~nt to s~~d th~ stalks turn~d yellow ar.d brown. 
Th~ stallcs w~re carefully pulled up by the roots. Th~ 
s t a I k s w e r ~ t I ~ d I n t o s m a I I b u n dl[ e s a n d I e f t on t h e g r o u n d 
for a day or . two to dry. After theywere dri~d the bundles 
w~re piled in the fields for two •~f!ks. 
Th~ se~ds w~r~ th~n puLled from the stalks and put away 
in t h ~ at t i c u n t I I s p r in g pI ant i n g t i me. The s t a I k s w h I c h 
w~r~ l~ft were soak~d In water until th~ f lar~s began to 
separat~ from the woody cores. The staH:.s w~re s o read thinly 
on the ground to dry. Then the fibres cer~ comb~d until they 1 
were straight. 
later th~ women spun th~ f Jbres Into I inen thread. 
I 
Th~ I 
thr~ad was woven into cloth. The llnen cloth was so grey 
that it had to be bleach~d. This was done by spreading the 
wet cloth on the green grass so that the sun and rain could 
help make it white. After it was nlc~ and whit~ th~ cloth 
·W a s m a d e I n t o s h e e t s a n d u n d e r we a r • 
Making Hats 
Oft~n, after the grain had b~en thr~sh~d, the siraw was 
used to mak~ hats. Th~ straw was mad~ into very fine braids. 
On many mornings the childr~n did this before going to schoo~. 
W h ~ n t h ~ b r a I d s w e r ~ f I n I s h ~ d t h ~ y 'N e r ~ t a k ~ R t o a h a t f a c t o r ~I 
to b~ mad~ Into hats. On~ of th~s~ hats might cost fift~ea 
-r-
dollars and would I ast for many years. 
Somt:t imt:s a man went around the farms s~ll i ng straw, 
which the women made into braids. Th~ man collected the 
braids and mad~ them into hats. 
Making Soap 
Soap was made at home. A hole was made in the bottom 
of a large barre( which was put en a bench in the yard. Hay 
was put In the bottom of the barrel. All the ashes from the 
g r a t e i n the f i r e p I ace were t h row n on top of the hay. W a t er 
was put into the barrt:l and allowed to soak through the hay. 
A brown Hqutd came out of the holt: in the bottom of the 
barrt:l. Thls liquid Is lyt:. When an t:gg would f.loat on the 
I yet it was strong t:nough to be used in making soap. Maple, 
walnut, and hickory ashes made the strongest lye. The lye 
was added to the grease, put in a large kettlt: and put over 
the fire to b o II. The I l qu J d had to be stirred a I I the t l~r£ 
I so that I t wou I d not burn. When the liquid was thick It 
browo
1
1 was put into palls to cool. This soft soap looked I Ike 
Jelly. The soap was used for washing. 
Making Charcoal 
The wood net:ded for the fireplace and for making 
charcoal was cut on the land owned by the farmer. After the 
I 25 
tr~es w~r~ cut down th~ stumps wer~ hoi I ow~d so that the water 
would stay In th~ top and help to rot the stumps so th~y could 
Aft~r the logs had be~n pull~d into the yard they w~re 
l~ft to dry out. later th~y wer~ saw~d and chopped Jnte 
stov~ lengths. Th~s~ pl~c~s w~r~ put on end In the charcoal 
pit. The wood was pil~d up row on row until It was about 
~ight feet high. Sand was put over the whol~ thing until It 
I ooked In~ an Igloo. An opening was made ea u )l\e s I d~ and • 
fIre was built In the op~nlng~ As soon as the men thought 
enough gas had burned off, the f i re• was put out and another 
opening and fire would b~ made. This was done until they had 
gone all round th~ pil~. The charcoal was then takeft out and 
tak~n into Boston to be sold. 
Fun on the Farm 
Everyon~ worked hard and they were all tired when night 
came but th~ p~ople had some tim~ tor pleasure. Th~y were 
friendly with their neighbors. They a ll helped each other. 
If a woman had a quiclt to mak~, all the neighbors came to 
h~lp her. Th~y cam~ ~arly In the afternoon and brought the 
children along. The cloth to be: mad~ into th~ quilt was put 
on a frame and th~ women sat around this and made: very small 
stitches to put the pattern t•g~th~r. The children worked on 
cross-stitch samplers or knltt~d stockings and mittens tor 
the: next winter. 
When it was time for supper all the: men cam~ In from th~ 
f'klds. After supper the: small chlldr~n w~re put to b~d and 
the: grownups stayed to visit or dane~. 
Games for Fun 
The children in North Bridgewater play~d many gam~s that 
w~ pl~y today and had just as good tim~s as w~ do. 
They pi ayed Ring Around Rosy; Oits, P~as, B~ans and 
Barl~y; London - Bridee and other singing gam~s. Th~ o(d~r 
eh II dr~n pi ay~d mor~ act iv~ games. Th~y l ike:d to play wl th 
I 
tl 
,I 
a ball and st lck. Thre~ Old Cats, Town Ball and Rounders were 
s om~ of t h ~ l'f am~ s f or a g am~ I I b: b a s c b a I I • T h ~ b o y s a n d I 
girDs play~d tag, too. They played Polson Tag, Sguat Tag 
Wood Tag and Cross Tag~ Th~ boys I ik~d to run foot and 
relay races 
In the spring th~ children were bu,y with top spinning, 
hoop rolling, marbles and jackston~s. In the winter they 
I 
I 
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enjoyed coast i ng and skating. Their toys were a II homemade. 
Some skates had iron runners, but some of the earl i est were 
made of bed bones. 
During the long winter evenings the f ami I I e s enjoyed 
sitting around the fireplace. The older people told about 
the struggles the Pilgrims had In building a settlement in 
New England. Samet imes they would all sing songs that the 
older people knew. The women worked on their sewing and 
the girls would knit. Apple elder, popcorn, molass e s ta f f y 
I 
I 
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a n d t h e f r e s h e s t c oo k I e s c n d pies were served at these galher1 
lngs. 
When a new home was built all the men and older boys 
helped to put up the frame. When mealtime came the women 
and girls would come with baskets of food and everyone woutd 
enjoy a per i od of tun. 
Parties in North Bridoewater 
At an Apple Bee the baskets of apples werep.~t near 
groups of people who were soon busy peeling the apples. 
Next the apples were cut into fourths and the seed taken 
out. The slices were quickly strung to dry. 
The Corn Huskings always had many people present. The 
corn had the outer husks removed by the young people. If a 
27 
II 
~~----=-=--=---
•) 8 I . .- c 
-r -
boy found a red ~ar he could kiss any girl he pleased. When 'I 
th~ corn was all husk~d and shelled the group had good things 1 
to eat. 
I If the spac:~ In the barn was I arge enough, th~ young I 
people danced. 
As th~ winter came the Singing Schoo[ was very popular 
A man who could sing wei I would teach alI the other people 
to sing. 
Spelling Bees were also neld. The grown-ups took part in 
these too. They I iked to see who could spell the hardest 
words. 
Many peopl~ had plcAlcs in the spring and summer. 
Swings and s~e-saws were made for th~ younger children. 
I 
)I 
I 
When the families gathered to eat l u nch~s, they shared food. I 
P I c n i c s w ou I d I as t u n t J.L i t was time for the evening work 
to be done. Everyone would get into the wagons and the 
horse would pul I tbem home. 
II 
II 
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Chapt~r 5 
HEATING AND liGHTING IN NORTH BRIDGEWATER 
H ~ a t a n d L i g h t I n t h e H orne s 
When Brockton was the village of North Bridgewater the 
ways of heat i ng and I 1 g h t in g were very d Iff ere n t than those 
we have today. 
Pitch pine knots w~re used for lighting since they gave 
a strong bright I lght. They w~re used for parties and even-
ings at h o me before the fire was cover~d. 
Candles were made by the moth e rs and the children. This 
took up one or two days every fal 1. Afire was started in I 
water and me I ted t •I I ow • 
~~ 
Long poles were laid from chair to 
the fireplace under two Iorge kettles filled with boiling 
chair. Wicks were put acr-ss th~se poles. The wicks were 
dipped into the warm tallow. The tallow stayed on the wick 
and hardened. Th~ poles were dipped again and agaln until 
there was enough tallow on the wick to mak~ a candle. lt 
was slow work but somet lmes 200 candles were made in 0ne day. 
8ayberry c a ndles were mad~ for special days. These 
gave off a sweet perfume when they were burned. 
Later candle molds were made of tin or pewter. Wttm 
tallow was pured into each mold. When the tallow was cold 
Tinder 
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th~ mold was op~ned and the candl~ taken out. 
Lamps we:re not us~d by the sellers for quIt~ a few years. 
Among the f irs t one wer~ the B~tty lamps. Th~se w e r~ small 
I 
baJs Ins made of black iron. Th~ baJsln was f lll~d with gr~ase, 
t a I I ow or o II and a piece of cotton or a coars~ wick was 
placed in the balsln and I Jght~d. Phoeb~ Lamps w~re about 
the same. They had room for two piec e s of cloth or wicks. 
Pewter lamps came next and th~n glass lamps cam~ to North 
Bridgewater. 
Most of the heat came f romthe I arge f i rep I ac~. later 
pt:ople had s t oves in each room. 
Street lights 
Th Snk how It would se~m If there wer~ no street lights 
anywhere. Think of peopl~ going about inthe dark carrying a 
flaming torch to llght the way. 
After candles were made peopl~ tried to us~ them to 
I lght the way after dark but th~ wind kept blowing them out. 
Then a coverwas put around the: candle to protect the flame. 
These were called lanterns. Some lanterns were made of 
brass or tin. Ther~ were small hoi es in th~ I an tern to let 
the light shin~ through. People hung thes~ I anterns on 
their hous~s. Th~s~ wer~ the f lrst street I ight&. 
II 
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K~ros~n~ I amps were pi ae~d In I antern frames and pi ae~d 1 
on tall poles. Men wlth ladders w~nt around every night to 
I ight the I amps. In the morning the I ampllghter went te 
e a c h I a m p , c h: a n e d i t , t r i mm e d t h e w I c ~ a n d t l I I e d t h e I amp 
with oil. 
A.t ter the Gas L igld Company was form~d In 1859, the gas 
lights burned day and night on the streets 
I' 
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Chapter 6 
SHOPPING IN NORTH BRIDGEWATER 
Genera I S tor ~s 
The general stor~ was a busy pi aca in North Bridgewater. 
Sine~ people travelled by horseback or walked these stores 
h ad to .b e n e a r t h e f il'ill s. The s t o r e b~ e per c a r r I e d t h e t h i nm s 
the people could not make or raise on the f•~~s. The country ~ 
stores sold everytA ing from sugar, mol asses and tea, to 
garden tools, medicines and cloth. 
The village was important as a meeting place for the 
people since the post off ice was usually in the store. 
People would gather to meet their neighbors and talk about 
the news of the day while they were waiting for the mall to 
come in. 
In the early days of North Bridgewater there were 
several general stores. In the northern part of town, 
Deason tchabod Howard owned one. There were two stores in 
kind which opened from time to time. 
Tailors 
In th~ early days, Jadi~s cut and mad~ the clothing for 
the m~n. A. I itt I~ I ater mf!n 
ma king ~nough clothes at on~ 
cutt~rs went from hous~ to hou1c j 
tim~ to last through th~ y~ar. 
The first tailor was Nathan id Snell. He was . p il id 
twenty-five c~nts a day and his board. 
Later the stor~s which sold dry goods hir~d tailors to 
mak~ cloth~s for th~ir customers. 
Bak~ri~s 
The f I r s t b a k i n g bus I *• s s b ~ g an about I 8 3 0. 1 t was run 
by B. C. Hatch and Cyrus Hatch. 
lah:r th~ firm of Hunt and Wilder had a fine baking 
busin~ss. This firm bullt a new shop and us~d horse pow~r 
for mixing and cutting crackers, br~ad and calc~s. 
Saddlers 
1n the days when p~opl~ traveled on horseback, the 
making and selling of saddl ~s was very Important. Wh~n 
p~ople started using carriages, these saddlers made 
harness~s for them. 
Among t h ~ e a r I i e s t s a d d I e r s we r ~ S e t h Snow, Nat h an i e l 
Cross, and Eldridge Packard• 
II 
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Jewelers 
T h e f i r s t j ewe I e r w a s D a v i d S t u d I e y • He made an d so I d 
Jewelry, watches and repaired clocks. 
A f t e r a w h I I e o t h e r J ewe I e r s c am e a n d s t a r t e ·d s t o r e s • 
Two of tese, Hewett's and Gurney's on Main Street, are still 
important names today. 
Drugstores 
There were no drug stores In the early days. A supply 
of medicine was kept on hand in the general stores. 
j. A. Ralnsford was the first perso n to sell drugs. He had 
hIs shop in one room 4 
Shoemaking 
I As we reid ibout the life of the peop'(e In North Bridge-
water, we learn that the making of shoes helped to make our 
ci tv important. 
Shoemak ing used to be a very s imp(e industry. Th e re 
were very few steps in mak lng a shoe and they were easy to 
learn. Any farmer could make a paid of shoes with about . 
eight tools. Of course, some men were more skillful. than 
o t h e r s a t t h i s j ob. 
Shoes were first made in the home. The child needing 
shoes would stand on a piece of paper and his feet would be 
traced with charcoal or chalk. The father would look over 
I 
h Is stock of leather and lasts to set'! if hf! had the right 
k i nd. I f t h e e h i I d w f! r ~ I u c k y , h I s s h oe s w o u I d f i t • If not, 
he would have to wear what he had. 
After a whil~ a travel I ing cobbler came and maic shoes 
to last until he camf! thf! next timf!. The family plannf!d thf! 
number of pairs of shoes that were nef!df!d. The man of thf! 
house tanned the leather himself. 
Micah Faxon was perhaps the first person whomade shof!s 
to sf!ll at wholesalf!. He came from Randolph and started 
cutting and making shoes. At that time there was no one in 
town who knew how to put the shoes together so they were sent 
to Randolph to be made. 
Until 1818 shoes werf! madf! by hand. from then on 
machines werf! lnventf!d to makf! shoes faster and better. 
North Bridgewatf!r people werf! always ready to tr~ out and 
use thesf! machinf!se 
Tanning the Leathf!r 
In order to tan Jf!ather a farmer dug a pit In his yard. 
Hf! put in a I aver of skins, then a I ayer of bark fromtt.he 
hem I od: tree, another I ayer of skins and more -bark. He 
did this unt i I all thf! skins were used up. Once a year he 
opened the pit and took out the leather. The hairs were 
seraped oft the skins. Thf! skins that werf! nef!ded for thf! 
-===c==== ~--==--
tops of the shoes were softened with oil. 
was used for the soles. 
T h e h a r de r I. e a t h e r II 
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Chapter 7 
GO lNG TO CHURCH 
Th~ town grew up around the church or 11Meet ing Hausen 
as it was called. The church building was us~d for worship 
on Sundays and as a place for the people to meet a·nd talk 
ov e r t he b u s i n e s s of t he town. 
The first meeting house inthe North Parish was built 
wher~ the corner of Main and Pleasant Street Is now. It was 
a small plain building without a stee p le or chimney. The 
windows were dtamond shaped pieces of glass. 
On Sunday mornings a man stood on the steps and beat 
a drum to call the people to worship. The pews inside the 
church were I ike boxes with seats around the sides. The 
backs were very high. Children could not touch the floor 
with their feet when sitting in the pews. 
The f am ily did not all sit together in church as we 
do now. The men and boys sat on one side of the church and 
the women and small children sat on the other side. 
There was no way to heat the church so the people were 
very uncomfortable. Samet imes they filled Iron or tin boxes 
with coals from the firept e e ad took them to church. 
These b o xes were put on the floor to keep the feet a I it tr e 
!I 
Fo 
W r m e r 
wa rmer . l at er whEn stoves began to be us~d some of th~ 
people wanted to have the church heated but It was v o t~d 
down . I t wa~ though t wic ke d to wan t c omf ort In ch urch, 
Th~ s~rmon lasted two or thr~e hou~s. There wer~ few 
hymn books. Some one would read two lines of the hy•ra and 
then the people would sing them. They kept this up until th~ 
whol~ hymn was finished. 
If a lady becam~ sle~py during th~ sewmon, the "Tithing 
M a n 11 t I c k ( e d ll e r f ace w I t h a r a b b i t 1 s f o o t o r s q u l r r e: ( 1 s t a I I 
on a long pole. But if a little boy became restless or 
shispered, he would get a sharp rap on the head with the 
knob on the other end of the pole. 
Everyone went to church. Somet imes the men and boys 
walked barefoot and carried their shoes to put on wh~n they 
came near the church. A man and his wife sometimes ro~e on 
horseback. The wife sat behind her husband. 
john Porter, a young man of twenty-four was chosen for 
the ministerof the North Parish church. He was the paster 
of this church for sixty years. 
I 
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Chapter 8 
GOING TO SCHOOL 
~n the first settl~ment of North Bridgf!water ther~ was 
only one school. The tf!acher was usually thf! minister of 
the parish. He taught the children to read, write and 
f igurtt. 
As the different parts of North Bridgf!water became 
s~ttlf!d, schools wert'! held in private homes, machine shops, 
corn houses, or any building that could bf! found. 
In 1865 there were fou~teen districts. The Schoo( 
Committee thought It b~st to have a schoolhousf! in each 
district lnstf!ad of using privatf! housf!Se 
A boy was lucky If he could go to school for six weeks 
a year. Everyone was busy clearing thf! land and gf!tting 
food for the families. 
Private schools were started as early as 1831. The 
most notttd one was taught by Mrs. jones In the basement 
kitchen of her homf!. lt cost twelve cents a week for • 
child to go to this school. 
The seats in the kitchen were wide steps, one pi aced 
above the other. This madf! the heads of the pupils who 
sat on the top row quIte cbse to the ce IIi ng. 
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Mrs. jones did her kitchen work while the children were 
singing the ABC's and the multiplication tables. She would 
beat time wi t h a knife, turnip, potatoe or whatever she had 
in her hand. She never whipped the children, but for punish-
ment she would put them through an opening into a dark spaee 
under the steps or seat them upon a very high chest until 
she was ready to take them out. 
Chapter 9 
TRAVEl IN NORTH BRIDGEWATER 
Early travel In North Bridgewater was very hard. Most 
peopl~ wat~~d to get from plac~ to pi ace. Older people who 
owned hors~s often rod~ double. The wife sat on a I lttle 
seat behind her husband and held on with both arms around 
him;. 
The first roads were tftdlan trails through the woods. 
People travel led over these roads on foot, In ox carts, and 
on horseback. A carriage or chaise or wagon was very unusual i 
T h e "O I d T au n t on T u r n p i k e 11 w a s b u I I t d u r i n g I 8 0 6 an d I 8 0 7 • 
It went from Taunton to South Boston going through Raynham, 
Easton, Stoughton, West Bridgewater, North Bridgewater, 
Randolph and Milton. It was laid In as straight a I ine as 
It could be to make it as short as possible. There was a 
great deaf of travel on this road. Stagecoaches and baggage 
wagons used it every day. 
A few years later a stage route was started. The two 
I. carriages went from Bridgewater to Boston three times a week. 
It took one day to make the round trip. later a coach ran 
every day and I asted until the opening of the railroad. 
The r a i I road beg an run n i n g t o North B r i d g e w ate r i n I 8 46. 
A small station was open~d in Campello. The engines burned 
I• 
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w~ed to make st~am to run the train. Soon North Brldg~water 
was connected by rat)' with Boston, Fall River, Fairhaven, 
Middleboro, Newport and Cape Cod. 
In 1871 a I ine of public carriages was put on the road 
between North Bridgewater and Campell o for the '" od:men. 
Large barges and other wagons drawn by horse went between 
this city and at I the towns around us to take the m~n to the 
shops to work. There was so much travel upon Main Stre~t 
that it was decided to pave it the whole way. ln 1881 a 
street horse-car railway with one track was opened between 
Campel lo and Mantel lo on Main Street. 
The people who could afford it soon owned carriages or 
wagons drawn by horses. They were chaises, buggies, sulkies, 
democrat wagons and teams. But a good many people still 
walked or rode horseback as in the early days• 
4{ 
Chapter 10 
SENDING MESSAGES TO FRIENDS 
At first mall was not dellver~d every day as it Is now. 
H was hard to get anyone to take l~tt~rs from plac f! to place ~ 
Mail was brought into town by post-riders. Some~im~s letters ! 
and a few n~wspapers were brought in by market wagons. The 
most important people In town only had I etters about once a 
month. A post rider had a hard job. H~ carried the letters 
in a smal I leather bag hung across the horse's shoulders. 
tn the winter he had to ride through unbroken snow drifts. 
The post-rider blew hts horn to tell the villagers that the 
ma il had come. Everyone hurried down to the store to see if 
there was any mall for him. The people who received letters 
had to pay the postage before they could get th~ Jetter. 
People did not care to get long let t ers. The postage rate 
was bisc4 upoft the number of pages in th~ l~dter. 
The first post off ice in North Bridgewater was open~d 
in 1816. The first postmaster was Charl~s Packard. He was 
th~ keeper of the country stor~ so the post off ice was In 
the store. The letters and other mall was kept In a drawer 
and every tlme anyonf! asked for mall the whol~ pil~ had to be 
looked over. 
'5 
In 1829 wh~n Andr~w jackson becam~ Pr~sid~nt of th~ 
United Stat~s he appoint~d Nathaniel H. Cross as postmaster. ' 
The o flee was mov~d to the "old gr~en star~" at the corner of 
Miln and Belmont Streets. At this time box~s wer~ put In 
the stor~. There wer~ forty of them but only on~-half of 
them were rent~d. Th~ postmaster was paid about forty dol I ars 
a y~ar. 
The nam~ of th~ post office was chang~d to Brockton 
May 26, 1874. Th~ fr~e delivery of mall did not begin until 
1885. There were five ltdter carriers at first. 
Peopfe used five and t~n cent postage stamps In 1874. 
Before this all th~ postage was paid in money. It would 
cost 6 cents to s~nd a letter 30 miles and 25 cents for 
over 400 m i I e s. 
)ft North Bridg~wat~r days lettes w~r~ folded and the 
~dg~s wer~ seal~d with wax. The address was plac~d on the 
back. Envelopes were not used. 
The mall travelled slowly. Even as lat~ as 1870 the 
mall took a week to go from Basten to New York In the 
summer time. In the wint~r It took at least two weeks. 
= 
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Chapter 'If 
NORTH BRIDGEWATER BECOMES BROCKTON 
ln 1870 North Bridgewater had grown a great deal larger 
than it was In 1821. More people lived and worked here. 
The shoe industry was growing fast. The people began to 
thank about changing the ne•e of the town. They wanted a 
shorter name not I Ike the name of any town nearby. 
Several names were suggested such as Standish, Madison, 
Oriole, Pyrol a, Langdon, Gaston, Aberdale, Alden, Montelle 
and Norwood. 
Then separate groups were formed. Each group made up a 
petition for the name It wanted and the people signed them. 
for a town or city In Massachusetts . to change its name. 
In 1871 It was voted to change the name to Stanton. 
About that time another petition was sent to Boston asking 
for the right to take Amburg for a name. 
The Jegisl~ture gave permission for Standish, much te ~ 
. r 
surprise of the peopfe because they had voted.tor Stanton 1 
had petltioned for Amburg. They were not pleased and 
the 
and 
kept sending ptdltlons until the legislature could not keep 
up with them. In (·874 th~ nam~ Brock ton and Allerton c ame 
on the I I st. The I e g i s I at u r e g a v e t h e p eo p I e of Nor t h B r I d g e j 
water permission to vote and choose one of the three names,-- I 
Brockton, Allerton or Avon. 
Tuesday, May 18, 1874 was the day set for the meeting. h 
For several days there was a great deal of excitement. Flags 
I 
were hung in front of the stores. Windows were decorated and 
l i g h t e d by c a' n d I e s ~i A p a p e r w a s p r i n t e d a n d g i v e n o u t t e I I I n gl 
I 
the people that Avon was a common name. The postmasters of 
other towns told the people not to vote for it. Names that 
are alike cause trouble in the malls. 
Parades were held with music, torches, banners, a hundred 
horsemen, sev e ral wagons and many carriages. 
On Tuesday the shops and stoes cfosed. l t see me d I I 1:: e a 
hoi lday because there were crowds on the sidewalks and bright 
colors on alI the stores. Of the [491 votes that day, 1080 
were for Brockton and 411 for Avon. For some reason Allerton 
was forgotten. 
After four years the town had a new name. Church bells 
rang, music played and fireworks were displayed to show how 
pi eased the peop( e felt~ 
I 
A dinner was givento the important men of th e town by the 
Washburn Hctel which took the •ame of "Brockton." A speaker 
~ 
I 
at the dinner suggested that all the people who had became 
unfriendly because of the name should now forget it. They 
should alI work together to make Brockton a better town 
in which to live. 
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Map Of Brockton 
Chapter l2 
A TO~~ BECOMES A CITY 
Th~ town of Brockton gr~w very fast. Th~ population and 
industries kept g~tting larger. The peopl~ began to think 
that the town form of government was not the right kind to 
make the town run smoothly. They d~cid~d that a city form 
of government seem~d to be need~d. 
In December of 1880 a meeting was called to talk over a 
city charter. A charter Is a paper g iven by the legislature 
allowing a townto become a city. By january of 188{ th~ 
people had voted and asked for the charter. On May 23, 188[ 
the charter was accepted and Brockton became a city. 
There was stIll a lot to do before Brockton really became 
a city. The "Act to Establish the City of Brockton" was worked 
out. There would be a mayor and a City Council to govern the 
city. The city would be divided into s~ven wards. Each ward 
would cha:se an Alderman. Three councilors were tobe ~?. chosen 
from each ward. These twenty-one men would be the Common 
Council. Dates were set for the elections. The duties of 
the officials were written out. All the other off leers and 
department heads were to be chosen by the City Council and 
not by the direct vote of the people. 
I 
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The Act was accepted in April of 1881 and the people 
madf! p i ans for the election. On the Tuesday after thf! t irst 
I' 
Monday of Df!cember, on whidh we always hold the city elections 
every two years, the people of Brockton voted and f!(f!cted 
Mr. Zlba Keith Is Mayor. He was very well liked and was Ill 
rf!•elected five timf!s. 
On January 2nd the mayor met wi t h the council and the 
real work of the city began. 
5 
Chapter 13 
THE PEOPLE OF BROCKTON AND THEIR HOMES 
From 1821 to (954 the numer of people In Brockton has 
become very much larger. In 1821 there were l480 people. 
The shoe business brought many people to Brockton. l a te r 
the other industries brought more people. · In 1950 therf! 
were 62,860 peoplf!. Many of thf! people still worked in thf! 
shoe shops. Others worked in the stores, hospitals and 
other businesses. Some of the people were active in the 
City Government. 
The people who came to Brockton came from other parts 
of the United States, Canada, and ma ny other countries of 
the world. 
; 
From the beginning of the town the people enjoyed 
meeting each other in the social way. Many clubs were 
started by different churchf!s. More clubs were started by 
people who wanted to meet together for fun. Now there are 
many clubs and societies. All are helpful to the city. 
P e o p I e of e a c h n a t i o n h av e m a n y t a I e n t s t h a t i n t e r e s t 
others. Many have become musicians or artists. We have 
concerts given every winter by these groups. Quite often 
there are exhlblts in the I lbr ary or store windows. 
Our city may be called a city of homes. There are still 
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many on~-family houses. In many parts of the city there ar~ 
three-story buildings with flat roofs called "flats." W~ 
at so have several "housing developments" for veterans. 
Today our houses are I Jghted by erectricity. A few 
homes use s t ov~s for heating the I iving rooms. Many homes 
have furnae~s in the cellar in which c oal or oil is bu r ned. 
Many of our hous~s hav~ elect~ic or ga s refrl~~rators to 
keep the f ood fresh. 
In most of our houses the mothers stay at home and k~ep 
house. ln some homes th e mo thers go out to work in th~ 
I factories or stores. The fathers almo s t all go to work in 
I
I the factories, the stores or the offices. 
I The people of Brock t on take great pride in their homes 
and yards. The I awns are usu a lly well c a red for. 
II ~6 
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Ch ipt er I 4 
OUR lIBRARY 
We alI I ike to r~ad stori~s end learn things from books. ,I 
The Brockton Library Is on~ place to find th~sc books. 
1! 
The first library In Brockton was start~d wh~n a few 
p~ople who owned books wished to shar~ them with on~ 
a n o t he r. T h ~ y f o r me d a c I u b c a I I e d t h e l t b r a r y As soc i at ion • 
They bought books for the members to r~ad. Th~s~ books wer~ 
k~pt in the hom~s. 
A Public Library was · started Jn f877. lt was called 
the Town Library. It was In a store at the corner of Main 
and High Streets. later it was moved to th~ Satucket Block 
and then to City Hall. 
The Public Library btdongs to the p~opl~ of Brockton. 
'I 
I 
It is p a id for from City money. The City librarian, 
Rachad Cart I and, has charge of the I ibrary. Sh~ has many 
assist a nts and helpers. The I lbrary buys many books to 
help people who are studying. Ther~ arc also books In 
foreign I anguages for those people who 1 He them. 
The Children's librarian is Margaret Lit t le. She also 
h~lps the children to find the books they will e:njoy. She 
also helps the teachers to find books the children will 
enjoy In the c I ass room. S orne s c h oo I s r e c e I v e a basket of 
books from the library from time to tlmea 
The Chil dren's Room is a pleasant plac:t: to visit. 
It is in the basement of the bu i lding. Thert: art: many 
pictures on the walls and good books to read. Children 
may sit at the tables to read or look over the books they 
wish to take home. 
Any child who (iv~s in Broc k ton may have a library 
card as soon as he c an write his name. When he takes out 
books he may keep them for two •~eks. 
There are several other part s to the library. People 
who are studying ust: tht: Reference Room to find the books 
they need. In the Open Shelf Room are the books and 
magazines which may be taken out' 
On the second floor of the I fbrary there Is a lec t ur e 
Hall. Meetings of all kinds are he I d here. Somd lmes there 
ar e exhibits In t he Exhibition Room. Paintings by Brockton 
artists and other artists are shown there. The Hlstorlcat 
Room contains books and picture s about eatly Brocktoa. 
County Court Hous~ 
Brockton 
City 
Hall 
LEGION PARKWAY, BROCKTON, MASSACHUSETIS 5164 
LEGION PARKWAY-----BROCKTON, MASS. 
MAIN STREET, BROCKTON, t.iASSACHUSETIS 5174 
MAIN STRctT------LUUKING SOUTH 
GO r-
Chapter IS 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
When Brockton becam~ a city there were only three or four 
policem ~ n. There were only s~vente~n policemen eight years 
later. No w in 1954 there ar~ 121 people working in the 
dep a rtment • 
The pol ice df!partment works from t he pol ice stat ion. 
Th~ ma in stat ion is at the corner of East E.lm Street and 
City Hall Square. 
The e a rly pol icf!mf!n worl'! helmets. The Brockton pol ice 
werf! the first to wl'!ar caps instf!ad of the helmets. 
The f i r s t patrol wagon was pulled by horses. later a 
motor driven patrol wagon was bought. Thl'! City of Brockton 
also had an ambulance in 1912. Now we have sev e ral. 
The Police Chief decided that a cruiser car would be a 
good ide a . After about a year the people decided that they 
did not wa nt it and so for many years there were no cruiser 
car s . Now t h ere are a great many. These c a rs have two-way 
radios so the pol icemen can keep In touch with the Station 
at a I I t i me s • 'I 
There are pol ice call boxes on the corners of ma ny str eet s!. 
Each p ol ic e man on the beat has a key to open the box. He usl'!s 
the tele p h o ne to call the station. 
There art: 121 pol Icemen in Brockton. The head of the 
dep artment is the chief. Some of the others are captains. 
I lt:uten ant s , inspectors, sergeant and radio technicians. 
There is a record bureau where the records of each 
pr i saner are kept. The finger p rints and p i ctures of the 
prisoners are t aken in this room. 
There is also a traffic bureau. The reports of all 
accidents, stolen c a rs. stolen bicycles, etc. are recorded. 
Th e r e is a department to t a ke c a re of the parking meter 
record. 
II 
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Chapter 16 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
The f lrst fire en g ine was bou g ht by s ome of the men of 
the town in 1827. This was a "bucket tub" that had to be 
filled by h a nd. The very first fire engines were pulled 
to t he f i r e by the men and then they a I I pumped the water 
on to the fire. 
later steam engines were bought. The engines were 
pu II ed by hors~s. S t i I I I ~ter motor driven trucks were I 
.t h Is I 
bought. 
Now there are about one hundred and f lfty people in 
de p artment. The chief Is in charge. The other members are: II 
three deputies, ten captains, ten I leutenants, one hundred 
ei g hteen p rivates and fourteen civil tans. The men are 
d i v i de d i n to t i v e c omp an i e s. There are s i x f i r e s t at ions. 
Each station has the necess a ry trucks and e q uipment. There 
are three large aerial trucks p lace at the v a rious stations 
in the city. 
There are 2 22 fire alarm call boxes in the city. These 
a 1 a r m s c a I I t h e me n to t h e f i r e q u I c k ( y • . T h e y w or k h a r d to 
put ' out the fires. 
,, 
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Activities 
I. Mak~ a model of a Pilgrim village. 
2 . Draw pictures of P il .grim doing th i ngs to b~lp s~ttlc 
the town• 
3. T~ll about the First Thanksgiving. 
4. T~ll about a trip to P lvmouth.f 
I 
-~-
Put In the r lght word. 
l. Mvl ~~ Standish and som~ of the men bought some 
land called from th~ lndians. 
2. 1t cost about ln our money today• 
3. The first church was built In what Is now 
-----· 
4. Wh~n the Httl~mcnt became too large it was 
divi'dcd into 
----· 
5 • The I a s t part to be s e t t I ~ d w a s t h c ------•~ 
twenty dollars W~st Brldgewat~r 
Satucbd parish~• 
North Parish 
-r-
It the sf!ntf!nCf! is truf! put a l after tt. 
truf! put an F after It~ 
...._ 
If it .ts not 
I. In th~ f!arly days p~oplt! told time by · clocks. 
2. Tht! schoolroom was sometimes in thf! kitchen of a house. 
3. Each child had a comtortablf! chair and dt!sk. 
4. T h f! p eo p I ~ go t the: I r w a t e r f r om a w f! I I • 
5. Tht! pt!oplt! never ate: me:at and potatoe:s. 
6. Mothers som~tim~s wore: a hat for 20 y~ars. 
1. Tht! oxf!n ht!lp~d th~ f!arly farmer In many ways. 
8. Th~ people in North Bridgewatt!r had elt!ctric I lghts. 
9. Tht! churches wf!rf! Wf!l I heated. 
to. The footstoves were used to warm the sheets on thf! bed. 
I 
(15 
II 
I 
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Choos~ th~ correct word: 
1. Th~ f lr~pl ace was usually 
sma(. ( I arg~ narrow 
2. A settl~ had a bac~ that was 
hlgh ~ow short 
3. Th~ window of the cabins w~r~ made of 
glass oil~d pap~r cloth 
4. Th~ footstoves wer~ us~d by 
m~n wom~n boys g irIs 
s. To att~nd Mr. jone's school it cost 
fifty cents two dollars twelve c~nts 
6. Every hous~ had a 
s~wing mach in~ spinning whe~l 
7. lnsid~ th~ early lanterns ther~ was a 
bulb candl~ t [ash I ight 
8 • One of t h ~ ear I y I I gh t s was a 
Mary Lamp B~tty lamp Ann Lamp 
'· Th~ foot stoves wer~ f iII ~d with 
ol1 coals wood 
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Ftll each blank with one of . the words at the bottom of the 
bou ght a tract of I and c a lled Satucket +rom 
the Indian, 
---------------------· 
? . It Included what Is now Rrockton and the 
--------· 
3. The deed was signed at S achem'. • Rock In 
--------· 
4. The first homes In No. Bridgewater were 
stories high. 
s. The most Important room In the house was the 
--------·· 
6. Alf the cooking wat done over a f !replace In the 
------------------· 
7. The bread was put Into the oven wl th a bread • 
----
8. P ieces of burned cloth and paper were kept Inside a 
------· 
Kitchen 
Myles Standish 
peel 
~t q13 e 
tinder box 
Brldgcwatcrs 
East 8 r I dgcw at c r 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
II 
l ___ _ 
FIll th~ blanks wt th on~ of the words at the bottom of the 
I. 
1. Th~ wom~n earrl~d to church. 
2. Th~ church was also cal f~d 
---------------· 
• 
I 
3. Ther~ was no In the church. 
4. Som~ p~opl~ miles to get to • 
------- i 
s. Eld~rl. y p~opl~ who own~d hors~s to church. I 
6. Th~ church servic~s last~d hour s i n t h ~ morn I n g I 
and several hours In th~ afternoon. 
7. At noon th~ people at~ t h~ i r I unc h. 
8. Th~ Foot stoves wer~ filled with • 
9. Th~ foots t oYes w~re used by th~ • 
10. Th~y had a r~cess at • 
cold church w a I k ~d 
footstov~s h~ at eo at 
111eeting house womeft 
rod~ •oolll 
'I I 
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Put aT beside ~ach tru~ s~nt~nc~. 
Put a F b~side ~ach false s~nt~nc~. 
I. Brockton's only industry is the sho~ Industry. 
2. Brock ton f s a town. 
3. Brockton has no parks. 
Brockton 1 s c a II ~d th~ "Shoe C I tv. " 
s. The best material for mak lng sh o~s is paper. 
6. Brockton has no Postoff ic~. 
7. Is the chI ~f of Po I i e~. 
8 • We do not get our water f rom S I l v er l a k e. 
9. Th~ Mayor of Brockton Is Mayor Luc~y. 
to. Is the Fire Chief. 
-----
11. w~ do not have a newspaper in Brockton. 
1 2. There ar~ only ten schools in Brockton. 
13. Ther~ are six flrestations here. 
14. Th~ Pol ice Station is on Perkins Ave. 
lS. W~ I lve in Ward 4~ 
II 
I 
II 
I' 
I 
Choos~ th~ word which mak~s th~ s~nt~ncc right. 
I • A hous~ bu i It for only on~ f am I I y I s ea I I ~d • 
f I at bunga·t·ow eottag~ 
2. A. ~ousc with only on~ f ( oor t s c a I I ed a 
cot tag~ bungalow t~n~m~nt 
3. A hous~ with 3 f I oor s and a f I at root t s call,;d 
fIat cottage rancta house 
4. About ilv~ In Brockton. 
s. Brockton Is a city town state. 
6. Th~ post off ic~ In oft 
Main St. Cr~sc~nt St. Sehool St. 
7. P~rk ins Av~. is a 
north•south stre~t 
8. L~y~den Street is a 
north-south 
9. City Hall is on 
~ast-west stre~t 
street. 
~ast-w~st 
• 
Ma tn Street City Hall Sq. Plain Str~et. 
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DISC~IPTION OF THE VOCABULARY 
was 
T ~ v oc ab u I a r y u sed I n t h i s s tor v for t h ~ t h I r d g r a dt '1 
bastd on th~ Scott Forseman Primary Word list, ~ntitte 1 
I 
"Combin'-d Word list ForTh~ N~w Basic Read~rs"i Whtn it 
btcam~ n~c~ssary to txpr~ss a thought more clearly the 
following words which do not appear on the list w~r~ us~d. 
T~ words which follow ar~ listed in th~ ord~r in 
which they e~pp~ar in th~ story. 
Page: 8 
church 
dtcided 
punish 
voyag~ 
worship 
P ag~ I I 
anchor~d 
common 
die:d 
~xplored 
oi I 
s~ttled 
thatch~d 
P ag~ I 2 
barl4!!y 
chid 
h~asting 
harv~st 
lobst~r 
m4!!dicin~ 
p~ac4!! 
r~maln 
s~rvic~ 
tr~aty 
turkf!y 
warrior 
Pige 14 
amounted 
contact 
dividf!d 
hatch~+ 
hotel 
lnclud~d 
mark 
sign a I 
stock ad~ 
Pag~ IS 
district 
7! 
II 
parish 
s h. f t 
P a g~ 16 
c~ I I ar 
diamond 
important 
mica 
roast~d 
s t ~~I 
usually 
P a g~ 18 
b~nch~s 
matr~ss 
Pa g ~ 20 
I cv 
trundl ~ 
Pag~ 21 
balanc~ 
bayb~rry 
braid~d 
rug 
slu n d I •I 
II 
Page 22 
dried 
preserved 
refrigerator 
sauce 
slender 
stalks 
vegetables 
Page 23 
bleached 
bundles 
comb 
factories 
fibers 
f I ax 
pi I e d 
woven 
Pafe 24 
collect 
grease 
hickory 
I i quId 
stirred 
II 
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~ r;-
walnut 
Pag~ 25 
ch iHCOi I 
. 
l~ngths 
OXf!n 
Pag~ 27 
fre:sh~st 
husking 
r~mov~ 
s I i c f! 
strung 
taffy 
knithd 
Page: 29 
p~rfum~ I II 
p~wt~r 
II pitch 
sp f! cial 
t a I I ow 
Pag~ 31 
bas ~me: n t 
candl~s 
II flaming 
lantf!rns 
torch~s 
II 
I 
Pag~ 32 
kt:rosen~ 
lamplight~r 
Pag~ 33 
g~nt:ral 
Pag~ 34 
busin~ss 
clothing 
harnt:ss 
saddlt:r 
Pagt: 35 
ch a I k 
industrl~s 
ski I If u I 
P a ge: 36 
cobbler 
h~mlock 
scraped 
Page 38 
barefoot 
comfort 
hymn 
mini s t er 
16 
" I 
II 
• 
sermon 
stove 
sulkies 
Page 41 
ce i I in g 
privah: 
pup i Is 
Page 43 
chaise 
Invented 
est ablish 
f l n ish 
turnpike 
received 
Page 45 
address 
appoin ted 
postage 
st:aled 
Page 48 
legislature 
permission 
petition 
vote 
'~ 8 
Pagt: 49 
bannt:r 
dt:coratt: 
holiday 
paradt: 
Pagt: 50 
suggt:stt:d 
Pagt: 52 
acct:pt 
aldt:rman 
bargt: 
chost:n 
council 
dt:partmt:nt 
direct 
dutit:s 
t: I t: c t i on 
govt:rnmt:nt 
population 
Pagt: 53 
mayor 
Pagt: 54 :I 
I 
I 
irtist II 
concert II II 
II 
f!xhibits 
musicians 
social 
socit:tif!s 
tal~nts 
eagt: 55 
dt:vf!lopmf!nt 
furnacf! 
I awns 
Pagf! 56 
assistancf! 
ass oc i at ion 
for if!gn 
library 
mf! mb e r s 
Page 57 
hI stor leal 
migazint:s 
rt:ff!rencf! 
Pagf! 60 
ambulancf! 
cruisf!r 
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